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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose 
The purpose of the Data Element Library (DEL) is to centralize the creation, management, and 

governance of setting specific patient assessment data elements (DEs) and to publish the 

relational mapping of the data elements to nationally accepted Health Information Technology 

(HIT) vocabulary standards. Providers, developers, and vendors can use DEL content when 

creating software that supports interoperable exchange of health information. 

 

The purpose of the Data Element Library User Guide is to provide step-by-step instructions on 

how to navigate the Data Element Library (DEL) and utilize functionality available.  

1.2 How to Begin 
Upon load of the Data Element Library (del.cms.gov), the user is taken to the Home page of the 

DEL. This page contains information about what is included in the DEL, announcements, and a 

way to provide feedback on the system. To begin to find data in the DEL, click on the Search 

tab. To obtain a report from the DEL, click on the Reports tab. 

As different tabs are selected, the tab color will turn blue to indicate where you are in the 

system. To get back to the home page at any time, click the Home button. 
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1.3 Help and Resources 
1.3.1 Help/Resources 

The Data Element Library User Guide is available by accessing the Help/Resources button in 

the yellow ribbon bar, as depicted below.  This yellow ribbon bar is available on all pages of the 

DEL. 
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The Help/Resources page also contains a list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) as well as 

other Helpful Documents, and information on how to reach the DEL Support Desk. 

 

2 SEARCHES 
The following are the options available to search within the DEL application. 

1. From the home page, click the Search button to be taken to the Search page with list of 

available search options to search from. 

2. A combination of searches can be performed using the below search options:  

¶ Item ID 

¶ Item ID field allows for 1 to 10 alpha/numeric characters. No special 

characters or spaces are permitted in this field. 

¶ Text  

¶ Text field allows for 3 to 30 alpha/numeric characters. No special 

characters are permitted in this field. 

¶ HIT Code  

¶ HIT Code field allows for 3 to 30 alpha/numeric characters. No special 

characters are permitted in this field. 

¶ Assessment Instrument 

¶ /ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άҌέ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ Assessment Instrument and upon expansion of the 
instrument options select the desired Assessment Instrument to search 
by selecting the check box associated to it. 



  

 
Data Element Library (DEL) User Guide 

 

May 27, 2020  Page 4 

¶ This field will only display Assessment Instruments that have versions 
associated, sorted alphabetically. On further clicking the άҌέ associated 
to an assessment instrument, the versions will be displayed with check 
boxes next to them. 

¶ The user can select one or all versions for that assessment.  

¶ When no specific versions for an instrument are selected and ONLY the 
instrument is selected, all versions results will be displayed by default. 

¶  Assessment Section 

¶ By clicƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά+έ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ Assessment Section, the assessment section 
fields are expanded, and options can be selected.  

¶  Item Status 

¶ ¦Ǉƻƴ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ άҌέ ŦƻǊ item status ǘƘŜ ά+έ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
check boxes next to them. The user can select or deselect any check 
boxes to get refined search results. 

¶  Item Subset 

¶ ¦Ǉƻƴ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ άҌέ ŦƻǊ Item Subset ǘƘŜ ά+έ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
check boxes next to them. The user can select or deselect any check 
boxes to get refined search results. 

¶  Item Use 

¶ UǇƻƴ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ άҌέ for Item Use ǘƘŜ ά+έ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ 
boxes next to them. The user can select or deselect any check boxes and 
get refined search results. 
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3. Once all the options you would like to search for have been selected, click on Search to 
update the search results on the right (screenshot below as an example). 

 

4. The page displays how many records were returned from the search, along with the 

option to refine the search. Refining the search assists in limiting the amount of records 

ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άҌέ ƛŎƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ 

with a combination of Item ID, Text, HIT Code, Assessment Instrument, Item Status, Item 

Subset, and/or Item Use. 
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5. If needed, user can click an Item ID hyperlink to display additional details in the Data 
Element Search Details page (screenshot below). 

 

6. ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άDƻ .ŀŎƪέ ƭƛƴƪ ƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [hLb/ ƭƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ IL¢ 
information on the HIT Code Search Details page (screenshot below): 
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Search Notes* 

¶ Since several combinations can be used for the search criteria, not all combinations may 

yield results. Please verify your search criteria and try again if no results are displayed. 

¶ The άGo Backέ link will take the user back to the previous page where search results are 

retained. 

¶ Upon clicking on the ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊΩǎ back arrow at any point of time when yielding 

results or on details page, the search criteria will be cleared. 

3 REPORTS 
Individual users can access the reports option on the Data Element Library Home Public page. 

All reports generated in the DEL open as a PDF in a new browser tab, except for Download Data 

Elements and Download HIT Codes, which immediately download as .CSV files. The following 

reports are available in the DEL application.  

3.1 Data Element Information Report 
The intent of the Data Element Information Report is to provide a user with all information 

that is stored within the DEL that is currently tied to a specific Data Element for research and 

analysis.  

This report will display the following information for a Data Element:   

¶ Item ID 
¶ Short Name 
¶ Full Text 
¶ Valid Response(s) with instructional text under heading "Please see assessment manual 

for detailed information" 
¶ Type (examples - text, code, date, number, etc.) 
¶ Length (this is how long the response is) 
¶ Units (example: inches) 
¶ Code (example: 1; this code corresponds to the Text) NOTE: This will show ALL 

possibilities across ALL assessment instruments. 
¶ Text (example - male) - NOTE: This will show ALL possibilities across ALL 

assessment instruments. 
¶ Status 
¶ Parent Item ID (will display the parent question Item ID, if one exists) 
¶ Copyright? (Yes/No) 

¶ If Copyright = Yes, display the following  
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¶ Name (example: CAM) 
¶ Version (example: 2003) 
¶ Owner Organization 
¶ Contact Name 
¶ Organization Web Address 

¶ Assessment Instrument(s) Containing Data Element 
¶ Assessment Instrument 
¶ Assessment Version 
¶ Item ID 
¶ Section Name 
¶ Skip Trigger 
¶ Lookback Period (days) 
¶ HIT Code (ex: LOINC: 1234; SNOMED CT: 567, 432, 1293)  

¶ NOTE: HIT codes displayed are what is available in the DEL, not all 
versions of assessment instruments have HIT codes in the DEL. 

¶ Item Use Information (will only display current version being used for each instrument) 
¶ Assessment Instrument 
¶ Assessment Version 
¶ Item Use (Abbreviation, followed by Descriptor) 
¶ Check all that Apply Responses 

¶ Collection Time Period / Item Subset Information (will only display current version 
being used for each instrument) 
¶ Assessment Instrument 
¶ Assessment Version 
¶ Item Subset (Abbreviation, followed by Descriptor) 

 

1. Begin at the Data Element Library Home page and click the Reports button to be taken 
to the Reports page.  

2. Under the Data Elements column click Data Element Information to be taken to the 

Data Element Information Report page. 
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3. Click the drop-down arrow located within the Item ID field.  

4. Select the desired Item ID to receive a report for. 

¶ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΣ LǘŜƳ L5 άмр!έ ƛǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ 

5. Click the Run button. 

 

6. The Data Element Information Report for selection made in Step 4 displays in a 

separate tab/window in PDF format with options to Save or to Print.  
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3.2 Data Elements by Assessment Instrument Version 
Report 

The intent of the Data Elements by Assessment Instrument Version Report is to display all the 

data elements that are included on an assessment instrument version. 

This report will display the following information for a Data Element: 

¶ Assessment Instrument 
¶ Assessment Version 
¶ Assessment Item ID (Sorted alphabetically) 
¶ Question text (Displays most current assessment) 
¶ Response Code - Response Text 
¶ Item Use(s) 
¶ Changed since Last Assessment Version? - valid values are either (Y/N) (This field will be 

used to capture items that have changes) 
 

1. Begin at the Data Element Library Home page and click the Reports button to be taken 
to the Reports page. Reference screen shot in Section 3.1 above. 

2. Under the Data Element column click Data Elements by Assessment Instrument 

Version to be taken to the Data Elements by Assessment Instrument Version Report 

page. 
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3. Click the drop-down arrow located within the Assessment Instrument field and select 

the Assessment Instrument. 

¶ This field will only display Assessment Instruments that have versions associated, 

sorted alphabetically. 

4. Click the drop-down arrow located within the Assessment Version field and select the 

Assessment Version. 

¶ This field is populated based on which Assessment Instrument was selected that 

have items assigned. 

¶ In this scenario, Assessment Instrument ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛǎ άh!{L{έ ŀƴŘ Assessment 

Version ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛǎ ά/м-012015Φέ 

5. Click the Run button. 

 

6. The Data Elements by Assessment Instrument Version Report displays for the 

selections made in Steps 3 and 4 and opens in a separate tab/window in PDF format 

with options to Save or to Print.  
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3.3 Data Elements Used Across Provider Settings Report 
The intent of the Data Elements Used Across Provider Settings Report is to show what 
assessment instruments use the standardized data element. 

The report will display the following information for a Data Element: 

¶ Standardized Data Element ID 

¶ Short Name 

¶ Assessment Item ID 

¶ Assessment Instrument 

¶ Lookback Period (Days) 

¶ Current Assessment Version  

¶ Upcoming Assessment Version 

1. Begin at the Data Element Library Home page and click the Reports button to be taken 
to the Reports page. Reference screen shot in Section 3.1 above. 
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2. Under the Data Element column click Data Elements used Across Provider Settings to 

be taken to the Data Elements Used Across Provider Settings Report page.  

  

3. Click the drop-down arrow located within the Data Element ID field. 

¶ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΣ άDDлмтл/мέ ƛǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ 

4. Click the Run button. 

 

5. The Data Elements Used Across Provider Settings Report for the selection made in Step 

3 opens in a separate tab/window in PDF format with options to Save or to Print.  
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3.4 Download Data Elements Report 
The intent of the Download Data Elements Report is to download specific data element 
information contained within a selected Assessment Instrument and associated Assessment 
Instrument Version into an Excel document. 

This report contains the following information: 

¶ Assessment Instrument 

¶ Assessment Instrument Version 

¶ Item ID 

¶ Question Text 

¶ Section Name 

¶ Skip Pattern Trigger (Y or N) 

¶ Lookback Period 

¶ Item Uses 

¶ Item Subsets 

¶ Assessment Response Codes 

¶ Response Text 

¶ Copyright Indicator (Y or N) 
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1. Begin at the Data Element Library Home page and click the Reports button to be taken 
to the Reports page. Reference screen shot in Section 3.1 above. 

2. Under the Data Element column click Download Data Elements to be taken to the 

Download Data Elements page.  

 

3. Click the drop-down arrow located within the Assessment Instrument field and select 

the Assessment Instrument. 

¶ This field is populated with Assessment Instruments that have versions assigned 

and is ordered alphabetically. 

4. Click the drop-down arrow located within the Assessment Instrument Version field and 

select the Assessment Instrument Version. 

¶ This field is populated based on the Assessment Instrument selected  

¶ In this scenario, Assessment Instrument άLwC-t!Lέ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Assessment 

Instrument Version άоΦлέ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭected. 

5. Click the Run button. 
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6. The Download Data Elements Report will open in Excel, or what other application you 

have your default set to open .csv files, and be displayed as shown below for the 

selections made in Steps 3 and 4. The report can be formatǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

saved and/or printed. 
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3.5 Download HIT Codes Report 
The intent of the Download HIT Codes Report is to download a list of all the HIT codes 
contained within a selected Assessment Instrument and associated Assessment Instrument 
Version into an Excel document. 

This report contains the following information: 

¶ HIT Standard Name 

¶ HIT Standard Version 

¶ Item HIT Code 

¶ Item HIT Text 

¶ Assessment Instrument 

¶ Assessment Instrument Version 

¶ Item ID 

¶ Short Name 

¶ Item Subsets 

¶ Response HIT Code 

¶ Assessment Response Codes 

¶ Response HIT Text 

1. Begin at the Data Element Library Home page and click the Reports button to be taken 
to the Reports page. Reference screen shot in Section 3.1 above. 

2. Under the HIT Codes column click Download HIT Codes to be taken to the Download 

HIT Codes page. 
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3. Click the drop-down arrow located within the Assessment Instrument field and select 

the Assessment Instrument. 

¶ This field is populated with Assessment Instruments that have ANY HIT codes 

assigned to it (Instrument, Section, Question, or Response) and is ordered 

alphabetically. 

4. Click the drop-down arrow located within the Assessment Instrument Version field and 

select the Assessment Instrument Version. 

¶ This field is populated based on the Assessment Instrument selected and that 

have ANY HIT codes assigned to it (Question or Response). 

¶ In this scenario, Assessment Instrument ά[/5{έ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ and Assessment 

Instrument Version άпΦллέ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ 

5. Click the Run button. 
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6. The Download HIT Codes Report will open in Excel, or what other application you have 

your default set to open .csv files, and be displayed as shown below for the selections 

made in Steps 3 and 4. The report can be formatted to ǳǎŜǊΩǎ preference and saved 

and/or printed. 

 

  






